
Water Balloon Farmers

The family must pay the 
community leader $100 rent 

each month.

Out of the village. Local gangs 
set family to work (stealing etc)

There must be a glass of water 
left for drinking water.

There must be a glass of water 
left for cooking.

Malnourished family members = 
canʼt work the next month

The family must stay clean - 
represented by thoroughly 
scrubbing 6 bricks on the 

basketball court

Sick family members. Some 
family members canʼt work for 

part of the next month.

The family goat must drink water 
(one family member takes 

another student/goat to the water 
supply to collect a token)

Goat dies. Two glasses for 
drinking and cooking needed for 
following months to make up for 

milk that the goat provided.

Monthly Requirement Consequence If Not Achieved

Simulation Games:

The reasoning behind conducting 

simulation games is to enable 

students to develop a sense of 

empathy towards a situation or other 

people. Once, and only once, 

students have a sense of empathy 

towards an issue can they really take 

action. 

The Aim:The aim of this game is to have students recognise the hardships that many farming communities around the world experience every day. In particular, students will experience what life is like for communities who do not have a clean water source close to where they live and work. 

How It Works:
Each group of students (recommended to 
have no more than 4 in a group) 
represents a family group whose main 
source of income is farming. The 
simulation will happen over three months 
which are represented in blocks of 10 
minutes. In this time the students need to 
collect water (from a far away source) and 
carry  it back to their farm. You may like to 
make this water slightly  contaminated to 
add an extra level of difficulty. Once on the farm the students need to fill as many 
water balloons as possible. The more balloons, the more money the family  raises. 
The fuller the balloons, the more they are worth.
There are also a number of other responsibilities the family needs to ensure they 
take care of by the end of the month:

Materials Needed:• water balloons (this will be what students are farming by filling them up with water)
• a water source
• a 5 litre bucket for each group• 2 cups (1 to set aside drinking water, 1 to set aside cooking water)• scrubbing brushes


