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More than two hundred people were burned alive in their homes and 

their cars recently in Australia’s second worst ever natural disaster. As I 

write this, there are still over a dozen bushfires considered to be out of 

control, and a further 40 considered to be controlled but dangerous. A 

further couple of dozen fires are considered to be safe or out. As I know 

from personal experience however, a fire you think is out can switch to 

out of control with a sudden change in wind. But the indications are that 

the remaining fires will be brought under control soon. Further loss of life 

is inevitable, however. In this context, what sort of person goes around 

lighting fires? A large number of yesterday’s fires were deliberately lit, and 

in some cases re-lit. It beggars belief that people could be so stupid, so 

callous, so pathologically irresponsible. 

More frequent, more savage bushfires are one of the more obvious 

predictions for a warming world. Ross Garnaut made it clear that southern 

Australia will become a magnet for bushfires. The last three years have 

each seen ‘one-in-hundred-year heatwaves’, so much so that Professor 

Barry Brook at University of Adelaide calculated that the chances of 

that happening naturally were one in millions. These heatwaves are the 

smoking guns of climate change. 

Another predicted outcome of global warming is that rain patterns in 

Australia will move further north and further south, with the major food-

growing areas of the south-west missing out on rain that used to fall 

there. Going south, the rain dumps into the sea, and north, inundates 

Queensland, as has been happening. The Queensland floods would have 

been front page news too this weekend if not for the sheer horror of the 

scale of the bushfires. And of course, there is no equivalent to arsonists 

when flooding has inundated your town. 

Rampant consumption of pointless rubbish is the root cause of the 

climate crisis, and hence the root cause of the bushfires, the droughts, 

and the floods in Australia, as well as disasters such as the famine, 

announced recently, currently threatening the lives of many millions of 

Chinese. This is the ‘inconvenient truth’ Al Gore meant. It’s inconvenient 

because right now our whole global economy relies on this consumption. 

Some people deny both the observable facts and the science and 

go on to argue for further debate on the causes and effects of global 

warming. These people are either too simple to pose much of a concern, 

or so corrupt that they’d sacrifice the future of the human race rather 

than accept that the global economy must be reformed before it’s too 

late. These people, who spread ignorance in the name of truth and ‘fair 

debate’, whose strategy is to confuse and delay, are, to my mind, worse 

than yesterday’s arsonists, they are traitors to both the human race and 

potentially all of life on Earth. You can be the change.  

Dave Sag

Carbon Planet Founder and Executive Director

Carbon Planet is an Australian-based 
end-to-end carbon emission reduction 
company, with services for businesses and 
individuals. 

MyCarbonPlanet is the retail and community 
outreach division. MyCarbonPlanet works with the 
twin philosophies of ‘Inspire, educate and facilitate’ 
and ‘You can be the change’. 

It is our role to inspire, educate and facilitate 
individuals and the community for global warming 
change and, through this, to empower individuals to 
become changemakers for a sustainable future. 

You can be the change® 
For the latest on Carbon Planet happenings see also 
‘News from Carbon Planet’ on Page 5.

Carbon Planet can help you be the change you 
would like to see in the world.

Phone +61 8 8237 9000  
Fax  +61 8 8232 9115 
Email  info@carbonplanet.com 
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Image of two communication 
towers in Poznan, Poland.
Photo by Artur Achtelik of 
Sweet Moments Photography 
www.sweetmoments.pl
Poznan hosted the 14th Conference 
of the The United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
1-12th December 2008
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Beyond Kyoto: EU emissions reduction deal

The UN Climate Change 
Conference was held in Poznań, 
Poland, in December to discuss 
what to do ‘beyond Kyoto’. 
Here’s what happened.

Later this year, delegates from around 
the world will meet in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, to develop a global deal to 
take over when the Kyoto Protocol 
expires in 2012.

In preparation, the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) met in Poznań, 
Poland, in December 2008 for the 
14th Conference of Parties (COP). 
This annual event involved 12 days 
of talks with delegates from 186 
countries, with one aim – to bring 
forward an international deal to tackle 
climate change. 

Representing the midpoint between 
Bali 2007 and Copenhagen 2009, 
the Pozna´n conference gave 
governments the chance to take stock 
of their progress since adopting the 
Bali Action Plan, discuss proposals 
and adopt a work plan for 2009.

The Bali Action Plan outlined the 
key issues of a new agreement, 
such as those around reducing 
emissions, adapting to lower 
emissions, technology and finance. 
Central issues include emission 
reduction targets, mitigation actions 
for developing countries, and what 
type and level of support developing 
countries should receive. 

The principal aim of Poznań was 
for the UNFCCC to emerge with a 
plan for the intense negotiations that 
will surround the new agreement, 
as well as a detailed work program, 
in order to create a clear path for 
Copenhagen.

As well as extensive workshops 
and discussions, a ministerial round 
table was held to lay the foundations 
for work on long-term cooperative 
action on climate change, to become 

the agreed outcome at COP 15 in 
Copenhagen. 

As expected, Poznań saw extensive, 
and often heated debate, particularly 
around emissions reductions between 
developed and developing countries. 
The EU called for developed countries 
to reduce their emissions to 30 
percent below 1990 levels by 2020, 
and developing countries to 15-30 
percent below ‘business as usual’. 
Developing countries said they were 
already taking action but needed 
stronger support from developed 
countries to go further.

While no major agreements were 
reached, progress was made in a 
number of important areas, such 
as adaptation, finance, technology, 
reducing emissions from deforestation 
and forest degradation, and disaster 
management (see ‘Outcomes’).

Five negotiating sessions will be held 
before Copenhagen, with the first 
scheduled for 29 March to 8 April 
in Bonn, Germany. Parties agreed 
that at this meeting the first draft of 
a concrete negotiating text will be 
available. COP 15 in Copenhagen will 
be held 7-18 December 2009.

During Poznań, EU leaders also 
met in Brussels to develop a climate 
change plan, focusing on emissions 
cuts, renewables and energy 
efficiency. The plan sets out how 
the 27 EU-member countries will 
cut carbon emissions by 20 percent 
below 1990 levels by 2020, raise 
renewable energy to 20 percent of 
total energy use and achieve a 20 
percent cut in energy use.  

References

 ‘Q&A: UN Climate Change Conference in Poznań, 
Poland’, Pew Center on Global Climate Change.

 ‘Fourteenth Session of the Conference of 
the Parties to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and Fourth 
Session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto 
Protocol’, Pew Centre on Global Climate Change.

 UNFCCC website: http://unfccc.int/meetings/
cop_14/items/4481.php

 ‘EU leaders reach new climate deal’ BBC News, 
12 December 2008.

Outcomes
Ad Hoc Working Group – Kyoto 
Protocol: Set up in Montreal, this group 
was charged with negotiating new 
commitments from Annex 1 (developed 
country parties) beyond 2012. While no 
conclusions were reached in Poznań, it 
adopted a working program aiming to 
conclude its work in Copenhagen.

Ad Hoc Working Group on Long-term 
Cooperative Action: This group resulted 
from the Bali Action Plan, specifically 
looking at action by the US and 
developing countries and aiming for an 
agreed outcome in 2009. Prior to Poznań, 
proposals on elements of the action plan 
were compiled, and more than 100 more 
submissions were filed in Poznań. The 
group resolved to ‘shift into full negotiating 
mode’ in 2009 and called for additional 
proposals on the content and form of the 
Copenhagen agreement. It also adopted 
a work program for moving forward, 
which will see a document put together 
outlining converging ideas and proposals 
for dealing with divergence, and also 
identifying gaps to be addressed. 

Review of the Kyoto Protocol: In 
Poznań, the major issue was whether 
to generate additional funding for 
adaptation efforts in developing countries 
through a broader levy on the Protocol’s 
emissions trading mechanisms. 
Currently, there is an Adaptation Fund, 
with a two percent levy on projects 
that generate emissions credits under 
the Clean Development Mechanism. 
Developing countries pushed for this levy 
to be extended to joint implementation 
and international emissions trading but 
developed countries want the issue to be 
taken up in Copenhagen. No agreement 
was reached.

Adaptation Fund: In Bali, a 16-member 
Adaptation Fund Board was set up 
to provide balanced representation in 
the management of the fund, following 
developing countries calling for a 
stronger role in its administration. The 
World Bank was designated as Trustee 
and the Global Environment Facility 
as secretariat. In Poznań, developing 
countries called for direct access to the 
Fund, enabling the Board to disburse 
funds, and this was agreed.
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The The Australian Federal Government 
released its white paper on climate change on 
15 December 2008, setting Australia’s carbon 
emissions target at just five percent. Although 
this isn’t the good news many were hoping for, 
is it really all bad? We take a look.

A ‘global embarrassment’ and a betrayal of the next 

generation are some of the responses to the Federal 

Government’s Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme 

White Paper, which was released on 17 December 2008.

Australian Greens Leader Bob Brown called the five 

percent target a “global embarrassment and a recipe 

for global catastrophe”,1 while Greenpeace’s Climate 

Campaign Coordinator John Hepburn said Prime 

Minister Rudd had “betrayed the science … the 

community and … the next generation who will have 

to live with climate change impacts”.1 Their voices 

were among many hoping for a 25 percent emissions 

reduction target, as proposed by the Garnaut Report. 

The white paper clearly sets reductions on 2000 levels 

at five percent by 2020 (representing a nine percent 

increase in emissions on 1990 levels)  but allows for a 

maximum of 15 percent.3 

The five percent reduction is unconditional – Australia 

will commit to this regardless of other countries. The 15 

percent reduction is the absolute maximum Australia 

is prepared to undertake in the context of a global 

agreement (eg, other countries’ committing to stronger 

targets than they have so far). The government is still 

committed to a long-term goal of reducing emissions by 

60 percent below 2000 levels by 2050.

Defending the targets, Prime Minister Rudd said that on 

a per capita basis, the cuts were actually higher than the 

EU’s: "If the Europeans were to embrace the same per 

capita obligations that we are about to embrace, then 

you would be seeing European reductions in the vicinity 

of 30 per cent,” he told AAP.4 

While the low targets are disappointing, they also 

represent an opportunity, according to Carbon Planet’s 

Executive Founder Dave Sag. 

“The previous government's hostility towards any kind 

of emissions reduction targets at all, helped inspire the 

Australian business community to get their own act into

 gear, and a very vibrant, creative but voluntary carbon 

market developed as a result,” he said.

“The current government continues this tradition in 

a way and I expect the role for the voluntary carbon 

industry will be, of necessity, very active as a result.”

However, there is a major hurdle in the way of the 

voluntary market as the government won’t consider 

cancelling assigned amount units (AAUs, a kind of 

carbon abatement permit compatible with the Kyoto 

Protocol) with every voluntary tonne abated.

“This is critical as, without the cancelling of those 

AAUs, any voluntary emissions reduction performed in 

Australia, or indeed in any country with a Kyoto cap, is 

deemed non-additional. That is, it’s considered that it 

would/should have happened anyway,” Dave said.

The effect of this ‘hurdle’ is that, to be counted as 

‘additional’, voluntary carbon credits will have to be 

created in countries that don’t have fixed emissions 

caps. This could drive voluntary schemes out of 

Australia (and other Kyoto-signed countries).

“Part of the whole point of carbon offsetting is to 

transfer wealth and technology to developing countries, 

especially as it has been the rapid development of 

the western economies, mostly at the expense of the 

developing world, that has caused the overwhelming 

bulk of the problem to date.” 

As for how the emissions reduction trading scheme 

will impact on Australian businesses, regardless of the 

targets set by the government, only a few elite firms will 

feel those compliance pressures, Dave said. 

“The pressure on most companies, particularly small to 

medium-sized businesses, will come from the supply 

chain – even more so if they export to countries that 

have serious emissions reduction targets.”  

Notes

1 ’Rudd raises white flag of surrender on climate change’ Australian Greens 

website http://greens.org/node/4293.

2 ‘Prime Minister Rudd betrays Australia on climate change’ from 

Greenpeace Australia Pacific website, www.greenpeace.org, 15 December 

2008.

3 Australia’s National Emissions Target Fact Sheet, December 2008, 

Australian Government.

4 ‘Reduction targets "responsible": Rudd' from AAP in The Sydney Morning 

Herald, 15 December 2008.

Rudd’s white paper – is it all bad news?
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Carbon Planet GreenPower™
Carbon Planet is now an accredited GreenPower™ supplier. 
This means that Australian businesses can now purchase 
100 percent Australian renewable energy via Carbon Planet 
and earn the GreenPower™ tick of approval. 

Speak to your account manager today for more information 
or email us at sales@carbonplanet.com 

Carbon Planet video timeline online

Follow the journey of Carbon Planet from an idea 
created after watching a television program on 
global warming in 2000 to a global full spectrum 
carbon management company in 2009. 

The Carbon Planet Timeline contains special events in the 
life of Carbon Planet and important happenings relating 
to global warming and climate change. You can view the 
timeline movie at www.carbonplanet.com/about

New offices in Sydney and Perth
Carbon Planet welcomes new national audit and 
advisory director, Ian Ross, and national marketing 
manager, Paul Smith, both of whom can be found in 
our new Sydney sales office.
Level 11, 68 York Street, Sydney NSW 2000

Phone  +61 2 9249 5900
Fax  +61 2 9262 4414

We also welcome Scott McIntosh, Western 
Australia's new state manager in the new Perth 
office:
Level 2, 22 Railway Street, Subiaco WA 6008

Phone  +61 8 9380 4088 
Fax  +61 8 9381 1788

Through late 2008, Operation: Coolenation began visits in 
South Australian primary schools, both in metropolitan and 
rural areas. These visits aim to inspire students to learn 
about climate change and its impacts, and to become 
changemakers for sustainability in their schools and 
communities. 

Visit coolenation.com for more information or email us at 
info@coolenation.com to organise a visit for your school.

Operation: Coolenation education resource packs are also 
available from coolenation.com or phone (08) 8237 9026.

News from Carbon Planet
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Operation: Coolenation launches school visits 

Carbon Planet Program Coordinator Pearl Tassell visits Mulga Street Primary School (left) and Mercedes College (right).
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Sick of those climate change deniers who claim it’s 
all just a natural phenomenon, nothing to do with 
us? Well there is new scientific evidence to prove 
them wrong.

The discovery late last year that human activity is causing 
the Antarctic’s Wilkins ice shelf to break up means there is 
now evidence of human-caused climate change on every 
continent. 

The study, ‘The Arctic and Antarctic: Two Faces of Climate 
Change’, published in the journal Nature Geoscience1, used 
simulations from four coupled climate models and data from 
weather stations located around the North and South poles 
to examine the causes of polar temperature changes.

Nathan Gillett of the Climate Research Unit at the University 
of East Anglia, who led the study, said it conclusively shows 
human activity is responsible for the Arctic and Antarctic’s 
increases in temperature for the past 60 years.

"We're able for the first time to directly attribute warming in 
both the Arctic and the Antarctic to human influences on the 
climate," Nathan said. 

Previously, while scientists could prove a link between 
human activity and climate change in the Arctic, they 
couldn't in the Antarctic eg, the IPCC Fourth Assessment 
report concluded that human-influenced climate change had 
been detected on every continent except Antarctica.2 

This was largely due to the sparse observations and the 
large natural variability of temperatures in the Antarctic. The 
study got around this by using four coupled climate models, 
chosen as being the best for simulating Antarctic climate, 
climate and variability in the northern extratropics, and 
variability in Arctic temperature.

Data was also used for the whole twentieth century to 
analyse Arctic temperature, and observed temperatures 
were compared with simulations from the four climate 
models. 

In neither polar region could the warming trend be 
reproduced in response to natural forcings alone. 

“We find that the observed changes in Arctic and Antarctic 
temperatures are not consistent with internal climate 
variability or natural climate drivers alone, and are directly 
attributable to human influence,” the report summary states.3

“Our findings demonstrate that anthropogenic influence 
is detectable in Antarctic land surface temperature, and 
distinguishable from a naturally forced response, even given 
the limited station network and short period for which data 

are available.”  

Notes

1, 3 Gillet, NP et al, Attribution of polar warming to human influence, Nature 
Geoscience p750-754, October 2008. 

2 Meehl, GA et al, The Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (eds Solomon S et al) Cambridge University Press, 2007.

The evidence is in – climate change is caused by us

Paradise Bay, Antarctica 
Photo by Mlenny www.mlenny.com/
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Profile of a planet saving super hero

Ben Grundy is a 26-year-old primary school teacher 
from Melbourne who has been living in Singapore 
with his girlfriend for just over a year and a half, and 
is teaching grade five. He describes his experiences 
in Singapore as “amazing, frustrating, breath-
taking and heart-wrenching” and has grown to love 
Australia even more than when he left. Through his 
purchase of carbon credits to offset flights, he is 
also a Planet Saving Super Hero.

How did you find out about carbon credits? 
I was conducting a unit focused on the environment with 
my class in Melbourne and when I heard about carbon 
offsetting, I did some research to find out more.

What made you decide to purchase them and why 
from Carbon Planet? 
My concern for all things environmental began after watching 
Al Gore's film An Inconvenient Truth, which left me with no 
doubt that change needs to occur and it needs to occur 
now. So I began doing some reading on the internet and 
made some simple decisions about how I was going to 
live my life. I began walking more often, replaced old light 
bulbs with fluoro energy-saving bulbs, stopped buying water 
bottles and using plastic bags – all the easy stuff. The more 
I did, the more I found out, and the more I realised how 
easy it is to make significant differences in lifestyle for the 
environment. On this continuation of reading, learning and 
changing my actions (along with teaching my students about 
environmental issues and solutions), I came across Carbon 
Planet and decided that this was a great way to counteract 
the carbon footprint that I couldn't avoid. I have purchased 
a range of carbon offsetting options over the years and have 
gone as far as offsetting my entire car and household energy 
usage. At the moment, I’m focused on offsetting any flights 
that I take. I continue to use Carbon Planet because of its 
ease of use as well as the extra information it provides on its 
website. I'm also quite the fan of these monthly newsletters.

How have others reacted to your  
purchase of carbon credits? 
I have shared information about carbon offsetting and carbon 
offsetting organisations with others at my workplace and 
have had a range of reactions. Occasionally people will 
compliment me for taking this action, some question the 
cost of offsetting, but unfortunately most people say, "What's 
that?". So, I tell them. 

What concerns you most about global warming? 
Well, only the catastrophic end to the human race! Shorter 
term, I am particularly concerned about the effects of climate 
change to communities all over the world. I believe we are 
already well underway with these effects. I think of disasters 
such as Hurricane Katrina, flooding in India and currently in 
Queensland, drought in China and Australia, the devastating 
bushfires in Victoria and NSW, extreme cold snaps in 
London and Canada, and the list goes on. The world will go 
on regardless, ultimately it is humans who suffer.

Do you have a good tip for reducing your impact on 
the planet that you'd like to share? 
Think. Read. Learn. Share knowledge. Consume less.

Is there anything else you'd like to say? 
I would like to provide a word of advice to all of the people 
who are so unsure of where to start reducing their impact 
on the earth that they don't start. I encourage you to start 
small. Compost your food scraps, walk to work, stop using 
plastic bags. When you've achieved that, then read about 
something else and give that a go. Build up on your actions.

Finally, how does it feel to be a planet saving  
super hero?
Quite honestly, I laughed when I heard this news. However, it 
is nice to have my actions encouraged. Thank you.  

Where Australia’s
emissions are created

How Australia’s
emissions are created

I’ve offset my
carbon footprint

How do carbon credits save the 
world? 
Three things need to occur (on a mass scale) to 
resolve the climate change crisis: 

•    We need to put back the trees that have been cut 
down, trees are the only mechanism for sucking the 
current excess of greenhouse gases out of the air. 

•    Change industrial processes 
•    Implement alternatives to fossil fuels - renewable 

energy. 

Carbon Credits are a mechanism for making these 
three things happen on a scale that is planet 
changing. By purchasing certified carbon credits you 
create the economic mechanism that will save the 
planet. In this way You Can Be the Change.

Where do offsets fit in your 
sustainability plan? 
Carbon Planet believes that offsets are an important 
step in a three stage process: 
Recognise: greenhouse gas emissions are 
associated with everything we do 
Reduce: your emissions through behavioural change 
Offset: what you can't reduce today with certified 
offsets

Go to carbonplanet.com/shop 
to purchase accredited 
carbon credits today.

 

Recognise Reduce Offset

Living sustainably - offsetting your GHG emissions

Residential 
- 20% Commercial 

- 10%

Manufacturing 
- 27%

Agriculture 
- 28%

Mining 
- 8%

Construction 
& other - 9%

Each Australian contributes an average of 
28 tonnes CO2e per year.

Reference: Australian Greenhouse Office (2003) 
Australia's Third National Communication on 
Climate Change. Population: Figure Page 14. 
Emissions: Figure Page 29 Table 3.1 Total
Net National emissions for 2000. 

Waste - 3%

Stationary
energy - 50% Transport - 14%

Fugitive 
emissions* - 6% Industrial 

processes - 5%
Agriculture 
- 16%

Land use, 
land use change 
and forestry - 6%

Reference: 
www.greenhouse.gov.au/inventory/2005/index.html

* Emissions not caught by a capture system which 
are often due to equipment leaks, evaporative 
processes and windblown disturbances.

Tip: Switch to 
green energy, turn 
your appliances off, 
switch to CFLs 

Tip: Leave your car 
at home, choose 
locally made 
products and 
produce to avoid 
food miles 

Tip: Choose 
enviromentally 
conscious businesses Tip: Try organic, 

reduce meat 
consumption

Tip: reduce, reuse, 
recycle

Certified carbon offsets in 
the form of carbon credits 
can be purchased to 
cancel out your impact on 
the atmosphere
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In our opinion

Visitors to our website will be familiar with the 
Founder’s blog, carbonplanet.com/blog/ where 
Carbon Planet provides its views on the latest 
environmental news. 
Here are some recent highlights.

30.1.09

On an article about President Obama having just four 
years to turn climate change around, in the Toronto Sun.

Obama’s plan

2009: Ensure 10 percent of electricity comes from 
renewable sources by 2012.

2012: Put one million plug-in hybrid cars – built in America – 
on the road by 2015.

2105: Create five million new jobs by strategically investing 
$150 billion over the next 10 years in clean energy.

2019: Within 10 years save more oil than the US currently 
imports from the Middle East and Venezuela combined.

2025: Ensure 25 percent of electricity comes from 
renewable sources by 2025.

2050: Implement an economy-wide cap-and-trade program 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 80 percent by 2050.

What a great start. — DS

19.1.09

On business research company McKinsey’s report into the 
Australian Cost Curve for GHG Reduction. 

They make three major findings:

1. A significant reduction in Australian GHG emissions is 
achievable – 30 percent below 1990 levels by 2020 
and 60 percent by 2030 without major technological 
breakthroughs or lifestyle changes.

2. Reducing emissions is affordable – with an average 
annual gross cost of approximately A$290 per household 
to reduce emissions in 2020 to 30 percent below 1990 
levels.

3. Achieving significant emissions reductions requires 
prompt action from government, business and 
consumers.

I find this incredibly encouraging. McKinsey is known for 
its sober and conservative analysis so these findings, one 
hopes, could stimulate the government to revise their stated 
targets from a dangerous nine percent increase in emissions 
over 1990 levels … by 2020 to something more effective 
and in line with the rest of the developed world. Europe has 

committed to 20 percent reduction below 1990 levels by 

2020, as has the USA. The McKinsey report makes it plain 

that there is little cost, and a lot to gain, in showing true 

leadership in this area instead of obfuscating. — DS

16.1.09

On the Worldwatch Institute’s State of the World 2009 

report that we need to achieve negative emissions to 

avoid catastrophic climate change.

2009 has to be the year that climate change is taken 

seriously. There are no more excuses. The global economic 

slowdown is slowing consumption rates, and thus slowing 

emissions rates, which is an excellent thing, but not exactly 

the ideal way to go. Ideally, our global economy would 

unhitch itself from the death-spiral of consumption and 

find sustainable ways to grow through real work, creating 

genuine value and freeing the majority of humanity from 

wage slavery and other forms of social bondage. Green 

jobs, knowledge work, cradle-to-cradle design, closed loop 

manufacturing; these should be the growth areas for the 

carbon constrained economy. It sure beats wars, plasma 

televisions and a million tonnes of disposable, and disposed 

of, plastic rubbish. — DS  

"Tropical forests are the elephant in the living room of climate change," 
said Andrew Mitchell, the head of the Global Canopy Program.

carbonplanet.com
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SCS Managing Director Richard 

Bates discussed the course at a staff 

meeting and found that they shared his 

concerns about the environment and 

wanted to make a difference.

“From that, we discussed what we 

should do in the business to reduce 

our environmental impact, with 

different people setting themselves 

different tasks,” Richard said.

One of the ideas was to go carbon 

neutral and, after researching several 

companies, SCS approached Carbon 

Planet for a GHG emissions audit. 

“We’d heard about them through 

word of mouth and we found that 

they could deliver in a way that staff 

would believe in. Plus they were really 

good at explaining everything, which 

was important as this was a new area 

for us, and we liked that they follow 

up to assist with management and 

minimisation strategies.”

Richard said the decision to ‘go 

green’ was easy as it linked in with 

the company’s services. “We’re about 

converting paper to digital and secure 

recycling, so it would be hypocritical for 

us not to do it when we’re promoting 

such strategies to our clients.”

However, he admits that the audit 

results were eye opening: “I was 

surprised by where our carbon 

footprint was. A lot of it came from 

the electricity we were consuming. 

The smaller contributions were also 

surprising, in that they were things you 

don’t even think about, like the impact 

of cleaning and paper use. Interstate 

flights were also a significant factor.”

Since the audit, as well as offsetting, 

SCS has been working with Carbon 

Planet to look at how staff can 

minimise the company’s carbon 

footprint. "Some of the changes 

revolve around infrastructure, such 

as we’re installing Desert EcoSystem 

urinals to reduce our water use and 

upgrading our fridge to one that’s 

energy efficient,” Richard said.

“Others are simpler – staff found that 

they could remove about a third of the 

fluoro globes in the office without any 

detrimental impact on their ability to 

work comfortably.”

Other strategies include switching to 

recycled paper, bins that encourage 

recycling, an environmentally friendly 

cleaning service and 100 percent 

wind-generated electricity.

“It’s been a really positive experience. 

Having staff involved early on was 

great for team building and improved 

their feeling towards the company, as 

they could see that we care enough 

about our impact on the environment 

to spend money on it,” he said.

“It’s also been really good for 

business, it’s helped us win a major 

tender, and our own market research 

has shown that people are looking for 

companies that do this. It’s win/win 

for everyone.”  

Scan Conversion Services provides 

scanning, document conversion, 

CAD conversion and document 

management services, as well as sales 

of scanners and software. They work 

with clients to tailor services to their 

specific needs.  

www.scanservices.com.au

Business gains environmental edge

Green solutions 
good for  
everyone 
A course on businesses and the 
environment led to Adelaide-based 
Scan Conversion Services not only 
becoming carbon managed but 
also taking action to drastically 
reduce their carbon footprint.
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In the news Snippets from the 
worldwide news.

Tackling global warming

From Chronicle, Washington:

President Obama began the step-by-
step dismantling of President Bush's 
climate change policies by endorsing 
California's aggressive vehicle 
emissions standards and by naming 
a high-profile envoy to lead US efforts 
to re-engage in international climate 
talks.

…"The days of Washington dragging 
its heels are over," he said in a 
speech in the East Room… "My 
administration will not deny facts, we 
will be guided by them. We cannot 
afford to pass the buck or push the 
burden onto the states."

…Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton announced the appointment of 
the administration's top climate envoy, 
Todd Stern, during the Clinton years 
a chief US negotiator of the Kyoto 
Protocol.

From ‘Obama: US done “dragging heels” on climate’ 
by Zachary Coile for Chronicle, 27 January 2009.

From Bloomberg.com:

The US increased its wind-generation 
capacity by 50 percent last year, 
overtaking Germany as the world’s 
largest producer, the Global Wind 
Energy Council said.

US generation capacity rose to more 
than 25 gigawatts … Germany’s 
capacity was almost 24 gigawatts at 
the end of 2008 and China more than 
doubled its capacity last year to more 
than 12 gigawatts.

From ‘US takes global lead in wind power, passes 
Germany’ by Todd White and Rachel Graham for 
Bloomberg, 2 February 2009.

From AFP:

City officials in South Jakarta must 
now cycle when performing their 
duties, in a move to help combat 
pollution and global warming. They 
can own a car and drive to work, but 
they must cycle when travelling to 
do their work …Over 200 officials in 
10 sub-districts and 65 villages have 

been told about the new rule.

‘Indonesian officials ride bicycles to fight global 
warming’ by AFP, 14 January 2009.

From ABC News:

Australia should be leading the 
international community in the 
development of carbon capture and 
storage technology [Nicholas Stern 
said].

"…for all the heavy emitting countries 
… to cut by 80 percent by 2015 is 
absolutely fundamental and we all 
have to ask ourselves, are we on a 
credible path?" he told the ABC ... 
"Australia is a rich country relative to 
the rest of the world and everybody 
has to tackle the transition and I 
believe Australia can be a leader in 
showing how that can be tackled.”

From ‘Aust should be leading world in carbon 
capture and storage’ by Emma Alberici for ABC 
News, 30 January 2009.

Climate change beliefs

From UPI:

…3146 Earth scientists interviewed 
around the world overwhelmingly 
agreed that global temperatures have 
risen in the last 200-plus years and 
human activity is a significant factor.

The scientists [were asked] … if 
mean global temperatures have risen 
compared to pre-1800s levels, and if 
human activity has been a significant 
factor in changing mean global 
temperatures. About 90 percent of 
those polled agreed with the first 
question and 82 percent the second.

From ‘Scientists say global warming is real’ for UPI, 
19 January 2009.

From DailyIndia.com:

A Rasmussen Reports telephone 
survey has found that 44 percent of 
Americans believe global warming 
is the result of long-term planetary 
trends. According to the survey, only 
35 percent of Americans agreed to 
this view in 2006.

The percentage of voters who blame 
global warming on human activity 

fell to 41 percent from 46 percent …

Democrats were more likely to blame 

human activity than Republicans 

… [who] were more likely to blame 

planetary trends for global warming. 

From ‘44pct Americans blame planetary trends for 

global warming’ for Asian News International, 20 

January 2009.

New impacts

From USA Today:

…[A study] led by Darryn Waugh of 

Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, 

reports that the increasing greenhouse 

gases that cause global warming 

could delay or even halt the recovery 

of stratospheric ozone above some 

parts of the Earth …Climate change 

could cause changes in wind patterns 

above countries such as Australia and 

Brazil. …These changes would cause 

ozone levels in these areas to stay at 

dangerously low levels…

From ‘Global warming could delay recovery of ozone 

layer’ by Bob Swanson and Doyle Rice for USA 

Today blog ‘Ask the weather guys’, 5 February 2009.

From ABC News:

A new study in Canada suggests that 

the collapse of a large portion of the 

Antarctic ice shelf would shift the very 

axis of the planet. Geophysicists at 

the University of Toronto looked at the 

possible effects on the Earth if sea 

levels rise because of a collapse of the 

west Antarctic ice shelf.

The researchers say the melting of 

the ice sheet will cause the Earth's 

rotation to shift dramatically – about 

500 metres from its current position if 

the entire ice sheet melts – and that 

would result in much higher sea levels 

… than previously expected … toward 

North America and into the southern 

Indian Ocean.

From ‘Antarctic shelf collapse could tilt Earth’s axis: 

researchers’ by Dan Karpenchuk for ABC News, 6 

February 2009.  

carbonplanet.com

10



t The more greenhouse gases (including CO2) 
in the atmosphere, the more heat is trapped 
near the Earth and the warmer the surface of 
the planet. When more greenhouse gases are 
released into the atmosphere and more heat is 
trapped, it is called the increased greenhouse 
effect. The more heat that is trapped, the warmer 
the Earth becomes and this is called global 
warming.

Activity
The greenhouse effect experiment
You will need:

A glass jar

Two ice cubes

A stopwatch or timer

Find a place outside where the sun is shining 
brightly. Get the stopwatch ready. Place two ice 
cubes on the ground (bitumen or concrete works 
best). Place the jar over one of the ice cubes. 
Start the timer. See how long it takes for each ice 
cube to completely melt.

The ice cube under the glass jar should melt 
faster.

Lots of things we do for fun cause greenhouse 
gas emissions. Find things to do that release 
little or no greenhouse gas emissions.Try bird-watching, go for a walk or a bike ride, 
or play soccer instead of computer games inside with the blinds closed and the lights on. Try looking at the stars at night instead of 

watching TV.

he greenhouse effect is the reason we can 
exist on this planet. It regulates heat on the 
surface of the planet and keeps the Earth at 
the right temperature so we can survive. Water 
exists as a liquid, a solid and a gas on our 
Earth. Imagine if our Earth was much colder, 
liquid water would turn to ice and we could not 

drink it, and the Earth would be too cold for us to 
live on. The same if our Earth was too hot, many 
plants and animals could not survive. The amount 
of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere determines 
the temperature of the planet, so for our planet to 
stay at a temperature we can live in, there needs 
to be the right amount of greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere.

This is how the greenhouse effect works:
The sun emits radiation.

Some radiation is reflected by the atmosphere and 
clouds in the atmosphere.

Some radiation reaches the surface of the Earth.

Some of the radiation that reaches the surface of 
the Earth is absorbed by the surface of the Earth.

Some of the radiation that reaches the surface of 
the Earth is reflected by the surface of the Earth 
back out into the atmosphere. This radiation is 
trapped by greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. 
The radiation that is trapped by greenhouse gases 
stays near the Earth and so the surface of the Earth 
is warmed.

The following are greenhouse  
gases in the atmosphere:
• carbon dioxide

• water vapour

• methane

• nitrous oxide

• CFCs (chlorofluorocarbons)

• HCFCs (hydrochlorofluorocarbons)

• HFCs (hydrofluorocarbons)

• halons

• carbon tetrachloride
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Tips for saving the planet

Air conditioning
It is understandable that in extreme hot weather conditions, 
air conditioners are used. However, it is still possible 
to reduce your GHG emissions in extreme hot weather 
conditions by using intermittent air conditioning instead of 
24-hour continuous cooling. 

Using a domestic air conditioner with an energy 
consumption of two-killowatts-per-hour, Victoria's emission 
factor for electricity (since Victoria has the highest emission 
factor among Australian states and territories), and 24-hour 
continuous operation, the GHG emissions added to the 
environment would be approximately 63kgCO2e per day. 

If intermittent operation was used for example, three sets 
of four hours ON with three sets of four hours OFF (ie, 
halved usage), the GHG emissions would be halved to 
approximately 31.5kgCO2e per day.

As a comparative indicator, 31.5kgCO2e per day represents 
approximately 5500 pieces of A4 paper used or thrown 
away per day! 

Car travel
Many people prefer to hop into the family car  and drive 
to a convenience store to make a purchase, even if the 
convenience store is located just 100 metres away. 

Based on the family car being a Toyota Corolla running on 
unleaded petrol, if you cycle or walk to that convenience 
store, you help save the environment by preventing 
17.2gCO2e* being added to the atmosphere.

As a comparative indicator, 17.2gCO2e per day represents 

approximately two full flushes of the toilet!  

*adapted from the Australian Government's Green Vehicle Guide. 

Ever thought that you couldn’t help to save the world? Think again. Keep this 
on the fridge and remember… you can be the change.  

(Find more at www.carbonplanet.com)

Send us your top tips for 

the chance to win some 

fabulous planet saving 

super hero merchandise.

How to talk to a climate skeptic by Coby 
Beck

Objection: In October 2008, Al Gore's science advisor, 

James Hansen, announced yet another ‘hottest’ month on 

record. After all the alarmist banner headlines sank in, yet 

another ‘correction’ quietly contradicted this, and October 

was not particularly warm after all. This is yet another 

example of why the temperature record cannot be trusted.

Answer: Firstly, James Hansen is one of the most 

respected and senior climate scientists working in the 

field today. His position for the last 27 years is Director 

of NASA's Goddard Institute for Space Studies (GISS). 

Describing him as ‘Al Gore's science advisor’ minimises 

his expertise and attempts to undermine his credibility by 

association (because we all know Al Gore is out to lunch, 

right?). …Secondly, and perhaps most damningly for this 

talking point, the alleged ‘announcement’ is complete 100 

percent fabrication. Neither Hansen nor GISS ever made 

any such announcement. Thirdly, the alarmist headlines are 

also non-existent. 

There was indeed an error in the calculated anomaly for 

October 2008, placing it very high and at a new record. 

Through a programming glitch of some sort, Real Climate 

reports: “For many Russian stations (and some others), 

September temperatures were apparently copied over into 

October, giving an erroneous positive anomaly…”

Mistakes are bound to happen, especially in such intense 

data processing projects. The proof of the pudding is what 

happens next, and in this case the offending data was 

pulled in under 24 hours (with no premature announcement, 

remember?) and the error was investigated and corrected. 

So after the correction, how does October 2008 fit into 

the scheme of things? October 2008 was well above the 

1951–1980 baseline average, the fifth warmest October in 

at least the last 128 years,and very likely much longer.

Does this event really give us reason to distrust the 

temperature analysis? I think it reminds us that this is a 

human endeavour and mistakes are always possible, so it is 

a good idea to double check both the specific process and 

to compare the result to the many other independent global 

temperature indicators. ‘Trust, but verify’ as the saying 

goes. After verification, one must still conclude that the 

long-term warming trend is undeniable.  

This article and more from Coby Beck’s blog http://scienceblogs.com/illconsidered.

by Senior Researcher Dr Sam Phua

carbonplanet.com
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